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no such motor-boat. Ours couldj often with difficulty and
breath-taking hesitation,, make the voyage from the ship to
the jetty and back again when we lay at anchor in Port
Stanley harbour. To use this capricious creature for long
trips in unknown bays and channels,, far from the ship or from
a base camp, was not to be thought of. cc That's the kind of
boat we want/' we said, and watched the whaling station
motor-boat panting patiently across Grytviken harbour.
If you go about among the Norwegian whaling com-
munity long enough saying wistfully how much you wish
you had such-and-such, or if only you had so-and-so, you
find that sooner or later your wish is miraculously granted.
Some kindly genie with steely blue eyes and a thick neck,
wearing a windproof coat and rubber sea-boots, conjures up
from somewhere, sooner or later, the very thing you want.
At this Christmas-time wre wished we had a motor-boat like
the Manager's boat, a reliable and patient hack wtdch
would give us faithful sendee so that, from base camps on
the South Shetlands, we could cruise around those rock-
fringed coasts close inshore. We wished in the right place
and at the right time, during the conjunction of the right
planets perhaps, for suddenly and miraculously we had one.
She was called the Rapid.
The Rapid had belonged to one of the whaling stations
which had been closed and all but deserted for six years.
For six years she had been lying hauled up on the beach
inactive and lifeless. However, there was no doubt she was
a fine boat and after a little kindly attention she would
explode cheerfully into life once more. She fed on crude oil.
George, the Third Engineer, explained to me how she worked.
George, the Third Engineer, came from Devon and had a
soft Devon burr in his voice. He was something of a magi-
cian to me. He could make anything work that went by
machinery. I, who am always baffled by the unreasoning
obstinacy of wheels within wheels and who apparently
arouse the worst feelings in any mechanism, looked upon his